


Families in Telford infectious illness Policy

Infectious illness in preschool children and babies is very common. However, we as a project have a duty to protect our service users from illness and the further spread of disease where possible. 
Some common childhood illnesses can be extremely dangerous for pregnant women, very young babies and those with a weakened immune system; therefore if you suspect that you or your child is ill, they should be kept away from our groups for the required period of time and staff will need to be notified.

ILLNESS
Your child is too ill to attend our groups if he or she has any of these signs:
· Seems very tired and needs rest (common flu like symptoms) 
· Has a fever or feels hot to touch (temp 37.5 or higher)
· Has vomiting or diarrhoea 
· Becomes short of breath or is wheezing
· Has a cough that disrupts normal activity
· Has a distracting pain from earache, headache or sore throat
· Has yellow or green discharge from eye(s) or ear(s)
· Breaks out in a rash

Common childhood illnesses are stated below along with our required exclusion period.
Please note that our exclusion period may differ from other settings.
	Illness/symptom
	Exclusion

	Rash with raised blisters e.g. Chickenpox, hand foot and mouth
	48 hours after all blisters have dried and scabbed over

	Rash that is not raised e.g. Slapped cheek syndrome
	48 hours after all rash has disappeared

	Vomiting and diarrhoea 
	48 hours after last episode

	Conjunctivitis
	48 hours after symptoms have completely cleared 

	Parasites e.g. head lice, worms and scabies
	48 hours after end of successful treatment 

	Fever
	48 hours after temperature returned to normal

	Impetigo
	All lesions crusted over and 48 hours after end of treatment

	Respiratory illness e.g. whooping cough
	48 hours after the end of treatment 

	Fungal infection and warts
	No exclusion but area but be treated and kept covered






ILLNESS WITHIN THE HOUSEHOLD
If any other child or adult in the household is showing signs of infectious illness such as chicken pox, Hand Foot and Mouth, Scarlet Fever, measles, slapped cheeks, croup, whooping cough, flu etc.; then we require that you assume your child could also become ill and stay away from our groups until this has resolved (following the exclusion procedure).

PROCEDURE
If you suspect someone at one of our groups has an infectious illness, please approach a member of staff with your concerns. 
Families in Telford have a duty of care to all who attend our groups. Your health and wellbeing is of upmost importance. To that end we can not allow anyone with an infectious illness to pose a risk to other members. 
These measures aim to help prevent the spread of illness and ensure that Families in Telford are a safe place for all to enjoy.
We thank you for your support and cooperation.
Useful links :
NHS infectious illness in children
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/pregnancy-and-baby/infectious-illnesses-children/

NHS rashes in babies and children
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/rashes-babies-and-children/
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